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Academic Integrity, Artificial Intelligence, and Research Policy

PURPOSE & PHILOSOPHY

Red Comet is committed to fostering a community of honest, rigorous, and forward-looking
learning. As artificial intelligence (AI) technologies transform how information is synthesized,
researched, and communicated, Red Comet seeks to balance innovation with ethical
responsibility. This policy establishes guidelines for maintaining Academic Integrity, integrating
Artificial Intelligence ethically, and conducting Research with transparency, objectivity, and
respect for intellectual property.

Core Principles of Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is the foundation of all scholarly and educational activities at Red Comet.
Every participant is expected to adhere to five core values: Honesty, Trust, Fairness, Respect, and
Responsibility. Students are responsible for understanding and following the instructions provided
for each assignment.

Student Expectations

Unless an assignment specifically allows it, all submitted work must represent the student's own
thinking, analysis, calculations, and writing.

Students may not submit:
e Al-generated responses as their own original work.

e  Work copied from Al programs, websites, answer keys, or other students.
e  Work generated primarily by artificial intelligence without instructor permission.

e Any assignment that does not accurately represent the student's own understanding.

The following constitute violations of our Academic Integrity Policy:

e Plagiarism: Presenting the words, ideas, code, images, or structure of another person or system
(including AI) as one's own.

e Cheating: Using unauthorized materials, assistance, devices, or unauthorized Al tools during
assessments, quizzes, or assignments.

o Fabrication and Falsification: Inventing, altering, or falsifying data, research findings, source
citations, or academic records.

e Unauthorized Collaboration: Working with others on individual assignments or exams without
explicit instructor authorization.

o Contract Cheating / Impersonation: Paying, requesting, or allowing another individual or
automated service to complete academic work on one’s behalf.
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RESEARCH GUIDELINES

When an assignment asks you to do research over a topic, you are obligated to give proper credit to every
source you use. This includes when you use direct quotations or paraphrases. There are two ways you can
give sources credit in your assignments: In-text Citations and a Works Cited page. You must DO BOTH to
document your sources properly. Red Comet uses the Modern Language Association Guidelines (MLA) for
the research process.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is defined as quoting or paraphrasing someone else's words or ideas without giving
credit to that person or source whether you do it intentionally or unintentionally. Plagiarism occurs
when claiming, as one's own, information from printed materials and/or online sources. Copying
another student's assignments is also plagiarism.

Balance of Sources and Original Work

A research assignment should be built on your own analysis, supported by sources. It should not
be assembled from sources with your words connecting them. If most of your assignment is
quoted or paraphrased material, you have not done the assignment, and your teacher may assign a
partial or zero score regardless of whether every citation is correct.

Quotations

Using source material word-for-word is called a Direct Quotation. Words taken directly from a
source, whether from print or online, require quotation marks. You must also give credit to the
source. You commit plagiarism if you do not (1) use quotation marks and/or (2) give credit to the
source.

Example Using a Print Source: According to the Dictionary of Occupational Titles, a physical
therapist “plans and administers medically prescribed physical therapy treatment for patients
suffering from injuries or muscle, nerve, joint and bone diseases, to restore function, relieve pain,
and prevent disability" (“Physical Therapist” 326).

Paraphrases

Restating someone else's ideas in your own words is called a Paraphrase. Paraphrases do not
need quotation marks; however, you must give credit to the source, whether from print or online,
when you paraphrase. Otherwise, you have plagiarized since those ideas are not yours.

Example Using an Online Source: Physical therapists work with patients to help them recover
from injuries they may have suffered to any part of their bodies so that they can get back to
normal without having any permanent, life-changing damage (“Physical Therapist”).

Works Cited Page

A Works Cited page provides the bibliographical data for all sources used for your written
assignment. It gives credit to your sources, gives the reader the ability to verify where you got
your information, and allows the reader to go to the source for more information.

Please see an example of a works cited page using in-text citations.
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WORKS CITED
Jannenga, Heidi, Dr. “The Future PTs Guide to Becoming a Physical Therapist.” WebPT. 26 July

2019. The Future PT’s Guide to Becoming a Physical Therapist - WebPT.

Accessed 10 January 2022.
Krumhansl, Barbara R. Opportunities in Physical Therapy Careers. New York: National Textbook

Company, 1987.

“Physical Therapists.” Dictionary of Occupational Titles. Indianapolis, IN: JIST Works, Inc., 2002.

“Physical Therapists.” Occupational Outlook Handbook. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

8 Sept. 2021. www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/physical-therapists.htm. Accessed 7 Jan.

2022.
The names/titles highlighted in red correspond to how they should be listed for the in-text citations. Your

goal is to lead your readers from your in-text citation to where that source is on the Works Cited page.
Whatever is listed first on the Works Cited page goes inside the parentheses for the in-text citations.

Keep in mind that there is a prescribed standard order for bibliographical information on a Works Cited
page depending on the type of source. To review the order for a source you are using, visit the following
website: MLA Style Introduction // Purdue Writing Lab.

For help putting these citations together, you may also consult the following website:

Using Citation Generators Responsibly // Purdue Writing Lab

When using any online source, make sure it and its author are credible and reliable. Acceptable sites are
.edu, .gov, .org, and .com. Not all internet sites are credible or reliable however. For instance, Wikipedia is
not credible since it can be edited by anyone and may not be well-sourced itself; therefore, you should not
use this website.

Grading Procedure

Plagiarized submissions may result in one or more of the following:

* Required resubmission of the assignment: Whenever practical, students will be given
the opportunity to resubmit original work before a final grade is assigned.

» Partial credit for assignment: Teacher may assign partial credit to the assignment.

* Zero score for assignment: If Teacher determines that the submitted work does not
represent the student's own work or blatantly violates this policy, a grade of zero will be
assigned for the assignment.
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POLICY ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) USE

Red Comet recognizes Generative Al (e.g., LLMs, automated code generators, Al graphic
engines) as powerful learning tools. However, Al must supplement and not replace critical
thinking, personal reflection, and original effort.

Al tools may be used for limited educational purposes such as:
e Brainstorming ideas
e Improving grammar or spelling
e Explaining concepts
e Reviewing completed work

Students remain responsible for ensuring that all submitted work reflects their own understanding
and complies with assignment requirements.

Rules for Permissible Al Usage

e Verification of Fact: Al models frequently produce incorrect facts or fake references
("hallucinations"). Students and researchers are solely responsible for verifying every factual claim
and source citation generated with Al assistance.

e Transparency and Disclosure: If Al is permitted on an assignment, the student must include an
Al Disclosure Statement at the end of their submission detailing:

o The tool(s) used (e.g., ChatGPT-40, Claude 3.5, Gemini, Copilot).

o How the tool was used (e.g., "Used to generate initial outline," "Used to debug Python
script").

o The primary prompt(s) used.

e Writing assistance tools: Spelling and grammar checkers are permitted at every level. However,
features that rewrite, expand, summarize, or generate text are Al writing regardless of what the
product is called or whether it is built into software you already use. Grammarly, Microsoft Word,
and Google Docs all include such features. "It was built into the word processor" is not a defense.

e The Red Comet AI Companion Tutor: Several Red Comet courses feature the Al Companion
Tutor, which is a Red Comet instructional feature and not an outside Al tool. It is designed to
explain concepts in the topic you are currently studying and is designed not to supply answers to
assignment or assessment questions. Using this tool is never, by itself, an integrity violation.

Data Privacy and Confidentiality:
Students must NEVER upload into public AI models:

e Personal identifiable information (PII) associated with the student or anyone else,
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e Any writing that links the text to a specific student thereby exposing the student’s identity,

e Proprietary Red Comet content, or non-public research data.

Detection, Review, and Grading

Al Detection/plagiarism and Assessment Integrity

The use of AI detection software or other technological tools is not considered conclusive
evidence of academic dishonesty. Red Comet acknowledges that automated Al detectors carry
risks of false positives. Therefore:

e Automated detection scores will not serve as the sole proof of an academic integrity violation.

e Instructors and reviewers will evaluate suspected violations through holistic review, including
direct conversation with the student, process-history checks where required (e.g., document version
histories), etc.

Instructor Review

If an instructor has reasonable concerns regarding the originality or authenticity of submitted
work, students may be asked to discuss, explain, revise, or reproduce portions of an assignment.

When reviewing student work, evidence that can support a finding includes:
¢ Inconsistencies between a student's previous and current work
e Writing style, formatting, or solution methods that are inconsistent with previous work

e An abrupt shift in voice, vocabulary, or error pattern from the student's prior submitted
work

e Unusual responses that do not reflect the assignment requirements

e Similarity to publicly available content

e A source-match result identifying specific matching text

e Content the course did not cover, or content responsive to a different prompt

e Inconsistencies in the student's stated process on how the student arrived at the solution

e The student's inability, when asked, to explain reasoning in their own submitted work

Grading Procedure

When there is reasonable concern that submitted work is not the student's own:

e The instructor will notify the student of the concern.
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e The student may be asked to explain or demonstrate understanding of the submitted work.
e The instructor may request that the assignment be revised or resubmitted.

e If student does not sufficiently address the teacher’s concern, then teacher may assign
partial or failing scores to the submitted work.

Consequences

Violations of this policy may result in one or more of the following:

e Required resubmission of the assignment: Whenever practical, students will be given
the opportunity to resubmit original work before a final grade is assigned.

e Partial credit for assignment: If student does not want to resubmit or resubmission is not
a practical option, partial credit will be given to the assignment based only on
demonstrated original work

e Zero score for assignment: If, after reviewing and after talking to the student, the
instructor determines that the submitted work does not represent the student's own work or
blatantly violates this policy, a grade of zero will be assigned for the assignment.

Repeated violations

Repeated violations may result in additional disciplinary action consistent with school policies.
Disciplinary action will be taken only after a meeting with the parent or guardian (if student is
under 18 years of age). If student attends another school and is only enrolled in Red Comet
courses, any disciplinary action will be taken with the consultation with the other school’s
administrators or responsible staff.

Student Responsibility

Students should retain drafts, notes, calculations, outlines, or other work that demonstrates
the development of their assignment. Instructors may request these materials when
reviewing questions regarding originality.
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COMMITMENT TO FAIRNESS

Our goal is not to prohibit appropriate educational technology but to ensure that grades accurately
reflect each student's own learning.

Authorship

Every assignment you submit must be produced by you, the enrolled student.

You may not submit work written, completed, or substantially produced by any other person: a
parent, sibling, tutor, friend, classmate, paid service, or anyone you contacted online, and present
it as your own.

You may not permit another person to log in to your Red Comet account or complete any
coursework on your behalf.

Getting help is not cheating. Discussing ideas, asking your teacher to explain a concept, having
someone read a draft and telling you it's unclear are all legitimate. Red Comet encourages you to
expand your learning by having meaningful conversations on the subject area with others. The line
is authorship: the sentences, the reasoning, and the answers must be yours.

Course Integrity and External Recognition

Red Comet courses are submitted to external bodies that rely on Red Comet's representation that
student work is authentic, including the NCAA Eligibility Center, University of California,
colleges and universities evaluating transcripts, and accrediting and program reviewers.

Red Comet maintains, for every course: a record of the work each student submitted; a record of
teacher interaction with each student; documentation of any integrity finding and its resolution;
and assessment records sufficient to show that scored work was completed by the enrolled student.

Questions regarding this policy should be directed to your Red Comet teacher.

Red Comet



	PURPOSE & PHILOSOPHY
	Core Principles of Academic Integrity
	Student Expectations

	RESEARCH GUIDELINES
	Plagiarism
	Balance of Sources and Original Work
	Quotations
	Paraphrases
	Works Cited Page
	Grading Procedure


	POLICY ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (AI) USE
	Rules for Permissible AI Usage
	Data Privacy and Confidentiality:
	Detection, Review, and Grading
	AI Detection/plagiarism and Assessment Integrity
	Instructor Review
	Grading Procedure
	Consequences
	Repeated violations
	Student Responsibility



	COMMITMENT TO FAIRNESS
	Authorship
	Course Integrity and External Recognition


